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• SBAC will replace the California state tests
• Summative Assessments

• Mandatory in grades 3-8 and 11 (English-Language 
Arts and Mathematics

• Computer Adaptive!
• Information for Smarter Balanced Assessments

• Interim Assessments
• Optional, same scale as Summative Assessments

• Formative Tools and Processes
• Resources for teacher to understand student 

learning needs
• Online Reporting System

• Secure reporting, quick turnaround of results, more 
information
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When will the new assessments be used by California schools?

• Field testing conducted in 2012-13 by a limited number of schools

• Field Testing to continue in 2013-14.  New state law requires all 
California schools to participate due to the elimination of STAR 
testing in English-Language Arts and Math

• Full implementation 2014-15

• What will the children be tested on and what will the assessment 
look like?



These next-generation assessments are aligned to the Common 
Core State Standards (CCSS) in English language arts/literacy and 
mathematics for grades 3-8 and 11. That means students in all 
states will be taught to the same high standards



Overall Claim for Grades 3–8
“Students can demonstrate progress toward college and career 
readiness in English language arts and literacy.”
Claim #1 – Reading
“Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a range
of increasingly complex literary and informational texts.”

Claim #2 – Writing
“Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing for a 
range of purposes and audiences.”

Claim #3 – Speaking and Listening
“Students can employ effective speaking and listening skills for a
range of purposes and audiences.”

Claim #4 – Research/Inquiry
“Students can engage in research and inquiry to investigate topics,
and to analyze, integrate, and present information.”

Claims for the English Language 
Arts/Literacy Summative Assessment



Overall Claim for Grades 3–8
“Students can demonstrate progress toward college and career
readiness in mathematics.” 

Claim #1 – Concepts & Procedures
“Students can explain and apply mathematical concepts and interpret and 
carry out mathematical procedures with precision and fluency.”

Claim #2 – Problem Solving
“Students can solve a range of complex well-posed problems in pure and 
applied mathematics, making productive use of knowledge and problem 
solving strategies.”
Claim #3 – Communicating Reasoning 
“Students can clearly and precisely construct viable arguments to support 
their own reasoning and to critique the reasoning of others.”
Claim #4 – Modeling and Data Analysis
“Students can analyze complex, real-world scenarios and can construct and 
use mathematical models to interpret and solve problems.”

Claims for the Mathematics  
Summative Assessment 
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Item Types will include:

• Selected-response items prompt students to select one or more 
responses for a set of options.

• Technology-enhanced items take advantage of computer-based 
administration to assess a deeper understanding of content and 
skills than would otherwise be possible with traditional item types.

• Constructed-response items prompt students to produce a text or 
numerical response in order to collect evidence about their 
knowledge or understanding of a given assessment target. 
Technology Enabled/Technology Enhanced

• Performance tasks measure a student’s ability to integrate 
knowledge and skills across multiple standards—a key component 
of college and career readiness.



The Selected Response 
Let’s take a look at math…



The Selected Response 



The Selected Response 



The Selected Response 



Fractions 1

Grade: 3

Claim 1: Concepts and 
Procedures

Target: 1F

CCSS: 3.NF.3a

This item demonstrates a shift in 
the standards, asking grade 3 
students to understand that 
fractions are numbers, not just 
pizzas and pies.

The Selected Response 



The Constructed Response
Constructed responses are open ended, short answer questions that 
measure application-level cognitive skills as well as content 
knowledge. No opinion questions. 



The Constructed Response 



The Constructed Response 



The Constructed Response 
Rectangle 1

Grade: 4

Claim 2: Problem Solving

Target: 2A, 2C

CCSS: 4.MD.3

This item is the less difficult of two for 
the same assessment target. Smarter 
Balanced is exploring different student 
response formats for items of this type.



The Performance Task
• Performance tasks will be used to better measure capacities 

such as depth of understanding, research skills, and complex 
analysis

• Some constructed-response items and performance tasks can 
be scored automatically; many will be hand-scored by 
professionally trained readers.

• These tasks will be delivered as part of the interim and 
summative components of the assessment system

• More extended tasks available in the digital library as part of the 
Smarter Balanced-developed exemplar instructional modules 
and inventory of currently available resources.

Let’s try it out!!!





Usability, Accessibility, and 
Accommodations Guidelines

Smarter Balanced Adopts Usability, Accessibility, and 
Accommodations Guidelines

Policy will ensure next-generation assessments meet the needs 
of English language learners and students with disabilities

OLYMPIA, Wash. — September 11, 2013 — The Governing 
States of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
(Smarter Balanced) voted to approve the Usability, 
Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines in advance 
of a large-scale Field Test of the assessment system in early 
2014. The unanimous decision by the Consortium’s 
Governing States represents an important milestone toward 
implementing assessments aligned to the Common Core 
State Standards in the 2014-15 school year.





http://www.smarterbalanced.org/resources-events/faqs/



Thank you!


